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“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works. - Rxv. 20: 12. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


Tux following discourse was delivered by President George Q. Cannon. 
at the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday afternoon, February 18, 1900: 

I have listened with great interest, as I have no doubt all have, to the 
remarks of Brother Paul. He has touched upon the keynote of our 
religion, the cornerstone, it may be said, of the religion of Jesus Christ— 
the principle of revelation. This Church is built upon that principle. It 
had its origin through that principle, and has maintained itself up to the 
present through it, and will do so until Christ shall come. 

It is a cause of continued wonder to many people why the Latter-day 
Saints are so united, and so easily governed. We have been accused of 
being deluded, because of our oneness in this respect. We have done 
very many things that have been very strange in the eyes of observers, 
and they have attributed this to our being deluded. But the real cause 
has been that the people believed in and received revelation. 

While Brother Paul was speaking it occurred to me that our great move- 
ments illustrated most perfectly this principle. In Illinois we were threat- 
ened by our enemies with destruction. Appeals were made to the govern- 
ors of the various States, and they were asked if we could ‘find a home 
within their borders. There was only one governor who condescended to 
reply; I believe it was the governor of Arkansas. What were the people 
todo? They were environed by their enemies, and threatened with utter 
destruction; their property was destroyed, and everything they had which 
could be got hold of was wasted or stolen. Now, the Lord, in the organi- 
zation of this Church, had so ordered that there should be one man, and 
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one man only at a time, that should have the word of the Lord for the 
people. Others might have equal Priesthood; they might express their 
views, might teach and expound; but they had no authority to give the 
word of the Lord in written form or to give general counsel for the govern- 
ment of the whole people. There was but one man who had that author- 
ity. At that time that man was Brigham Young. He stood at the head 
of the Church, and was recognized and accepted by the people as the 
mouthpiece of the Lord to them. He declared unto them what the Lord’s 
will was concerning their movement; but that which he suggested was 
most trying. It tried the faith of the people, and it is not to be wondered 
at that many shrank from accepting it. He pointed out the way of deliver- 
ance—to launch forth into the wilderness, putting their trust in God that 
He would lead them to a place of safety, where they could dwell in peace, 
free from the annoyance and from the persecutions of their enemies. 

Now, it is a difficult thing to lead twenty or thirty thousand people and 
have them all of one mind. It could not be wondered at if there should 
be a great deal of confusion, of argument, and difference of opinion among 
such a large body. Yet this was not the case with the Latter-day Saints 
at that time. Those who looked on and saw the unanimity of the people 
and their willingness to do what had been suggested, might have said, 
Here is an exhibition of delusion. They had been robbed of their cattle, 
of their horses, of their property; they had but little provision and very 
little clothing; and the observer might naturally have said, Why, it is 
madness, and exhibits the delusion of the people. I only give voice to 
some of the expressions that were made concerning the movements of the 
the Latter-day Saints at that time. Some of the people themselves, not 
being prepared to receive this counsel of the Lord declined to do as had 
been suggested. It required a faith such as Brother Paul has been illus- 
trating in his remarks. It required a confidence in God and in the man 
whom they believed to be God’s servant. But the people as a whole rose 
up and made every preparation within their power to do just what the 
Prophet of God told them to do. There was no hesitation among the 
faithful, whose minds were prepared, and who were living in such a 
manner as to have a knowledge for themselves. Everyone went to with 
his might, including the women and children who were capable of labor, 
to prepare for a journey in a direction that had been pointed out, but the 
end of which none of them knew. I was sick in Nauvoo at the time. My 
folks expected that I would die. My uncle, President John Taylor, came 
back from the Pioneer camp for me when I recovered a little, and took me 
out as far as the camp had gone—to Mount Pisgab, Iowa. I remember 
very well the feelings I had in passing the hundreds of families on the 
road, and not one of them knew where they were going. They started 
out on this journey without a clear conception in their minds as to where 
the journey would terminate. Nothing definite was known about this 
country. The Rocky Mountains were known, but the valleys of the Rocky 
Mountains—what they were and whether they were fit to live in—were 
not known, I was very much impressed, though but a youth, with the 
faith of the people. There was something sublime to my mind init. They 
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had perfect confidence that that which they were doing was the will of 
the Lord. 

Was this delusion? The results have proved that it was not. If this 
grand movement had failed, then the word “delusion” might have been 
written upon it. But it has been successful. Why was it that there was 
such unshaken confidence among these thousands? It was because of this 
principle of revelation. The people received revelation for themselves. 
God did not appear to them personally. Some may have had angels 
appear to them, but it was not general. But they had the Spirit of God, 
which all men and women are promised who obey the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. These people had been baptized; they had had hands laid 
upon them for the gift of the holy Ghost, and it had descended upon them. 
The result was, every map, woman and child who had cherished that 
Spirit knew implicitly that that which they were doing was the will of 
God. That is revelation. That is the cause of the union among the 
Latter-day Saints. That is the cause of their being so easily guided, at 
which the world find so much fault. Why should we not be guided as 
one? Why, if it is God’s word that is told to us, should we not receive it? 
Is it any evidence of superiority of judgment or of intellect to refuse to 
obey God, to be rebellious, to be disobedient? Certainly it is not. The 
union of the people is no evidence that they are led by imposters, or that 
they are deluded. On the contrary, it is the highest evidence that they 
are led and inspired by the Lord. It is this Spirit that makes heaven what 
it is. When it prevails throughout the earth, it will make this earth a 
heaven. It will make peace on earth, and it will abolish the evils that 
abound in the world at the present time. 

God has restored this principle of revelation in these days. Brigham 
Young received it from God. He told it to the people. They received it 
from God. The voice of the Spirit to them was the same as it was to him. 
They had no doubts, no fears; but they received and believed it, because 
the almighty power of God rested down upon them. His Holy Spirit 
united them and made them one. That is the secret of the union of this 
whole people. It is the most remarkable manifestation of the power of 
God that has ever been witnessed on the earth; for not only are those who 
live in these valleys possessors of this Spirit, but wherever this Gospel is 
embraced the same Spirit is enjoyed by those who embrace it. 

I might allude in this connection to another wonderful movement that 
was made by this people, which also illustrates the principle of which 
we speak. In 1857-8 an army was sent against us, because of the lies 
and misrepresentations that had been made to the government. We were 
accused by a very wicked man, a judge, who went back east and circulated 
the story that he had been driven out of Utah, the courts had been broken 
up, and the records had been destroyed, and the Territorial library had 
been destroyed also, and the “Mormons” were in a state of rebellion. At 
that time it suited the purpose of certain men who were connected with 
the government to have that impression prevail. The rebellion which“ 
afterwards broke out was then being prepared for. Men foresaw that the 
Republican party would get in power; that Abraham Lincoln, or whoever | 
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should be the nominee of the Republican party, would be elected; and 
they prepared for it. They wanted the army of the United States to be 
somewhere distant from the East. This furnished an excellent pretext for 
sending the flower of the United States army to the West, and it was seized 
by these secret traitors. Thus we were made the victims of a great con- 
spiracy. The troops were sent out here. But President Young was deter- 
mined that they should not come into our borders, or into the Territory 
over which he was Governor, unless there was a better understanding of 
the reason for their coming in. Threats had been made by the troops as 
they came on their journey as to what they intended to do when they got 
here with the leaders of the people and with the women. Consequently a 
stand was made. Before the troops came too close they were checked, and 
they were kept out during the winter. In the meantime President 
Buchanan had sent a friend of bis out here to learn the situation of affairs. 
The result was, the government took into consideration the conditions 
here, and a pause to some extent was made. In the meantime, however, 
President Young had told the people that if the troops came in to harass 
and destroy us as mobs had done before (for we looked upon this as noth- 
ing more than a mobocratic movement), we would burn our houses, cut 
down all our orchards, and leave these settlements as waste and desolate 
as they were when we came here. The people with one voice, you may 
say, responded to that. They felt that they would do that. I was away 
on a mission. I came back so as to be here with the rest when trouble 
came upon us. Everyone that had a house, an orchard, or anything valu- 
able that adorned the land, made up his mind to destroy it. All our 
settlements in the north prepared for the movement south. They packed 
flour and provisions enough to last them two years, and they commenced 
to move. In this city the preparations were of the most extensive charac- 
ter for carrying out this policy. The city was vacated, and men were 
appointed to burn it. The whole people moved south, and did so without 
the least knowledge as to where they were going. We abandoned our 
homes, which we all loved, and were going to move south, because we 
would not submit to oppression and violence. If people attempted to rob 
us again, they would find this country a waste, and but little to rob. The 
unanimity with which that counsel was received is one of the most remark- 
able events of our history. There was no vacillation, no division. All the 
people acquiesced and accepted it, and left this city for the south. 
President Young suggested that I should take the Deseret News press 
and go as far as Fillmore, and publish the paper there. 1] had only been 
home a few weeks, but I started out with a corps of printers and every- 
thing necessary for the publication of a paper there. The next day after 
I started from the city a very severe storm broke on us. It was in April. 
I do not think I shall ever forget seeing women and children as well as 
men who were destitute of teams, pulling handcarts through this storm 
between here and Draper. Tender women and children had left their 
homes and were trudging along in this way for the purpose of obeying 
what they believed to be the will of God. There was no murmuring, no 
fault-finding; but they journeyed along through the sleet, the snow and 
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the rain, and I pitied them from the bottom of my heart. It was a sublime 
exhibition of the faith of the Latter-day Saints and their willingness to 
do whatever God required at their hands. What other people upon this 
earth would do such a thing? Men may say, that is delusion. Yes, yes, 
that perhaps is the only view they could take of it, but God knew it was 
no delusion. He knew the hearts of the people. He saw their willingness 
and their courage and determination to make any sacrifice that should be 
required of them; and He undoubtedly accepted of that sacrifice. It had 
its effect on the nation; they paused. President Buchanan and his 
cabinet could not afford to bear the dreadful stigma that would have 
rested upon them, had such a thing been carried out as was contemplated. 
Why, in the eyes of the whole world it would have been a disgrace upon 
the nation for a peaceful people to be compelled to leave their homes and 
go out into the wilderness again, as they would have done if this plan had 
been carried out. 

Now, it was the Spirit of God that moved upon this people; it was 
revelation from Goi. Brigham Young received the revelation; the Twelve 
received the revelation; the people received the revelation. Therein lies 
the strength of this Church. One man alone does not govern and control. 
He gives the word of the Lord, and in every heart the Spirit of the Lord 
bears testimony that that is the word of the Lord. It did so in the case 
to which I have alluded; and, as I say, it had its effect upon the nation. 
Commissioners were sent out, and they had interviews with the leading 
men, who returned from the South to meet them, and everything was 
arranged. But so unwilling were the men in power at the seat of govern- 
ment to admit that this whole movement had lies for its basis that they 
would not allow the report of the new governor who had been sent out 
to be made public. Governor Cummings, an honest man, made a report 
to the secretary of the interior, stating that the records were found all 
intact, that the library had not been destroyed, that the people were not 
in rebellion, that the judges had not been driven out, etc.; but it did not 
see daylight for quite awhile. 

When I was coming from the south, after the news had been sent that 
all was settled and I could come back with the press, I met a messenger 
at Payson, who brought mea letter from President Young’s office whivh 
informed me that a company was waiting to go to the States, and that I 
had been called on a mission to go with them. I left my family on the 
roadside (for I had no home in Salt Lake City at that time), stepped into 
& carriage and got here by daylight the next morning. My mission was 
to go back to the States and endeavor to correct these lies, and make it 
known to the public, through the agency of the press, that this crusade 
against us had been based on lies. I spent two years in that labor. 
Afterwards, in Congress, while I was a delegate representing this Terri- 
tory, five millions of dollars were put in the appropriation bill to pay the 
expenses of this Buchanan expedition. The nation, therefore, had to pay 
for the lies that were told concerning us, and we were put to all this 
trouble, expense and suffering that I have alluded to. 

I might draw a parallel between then and now, and show how this 
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whole nation is convulsed at the present time through the sawe spirit of 
falsehood, misrepresentation and slander. But I mention this to illustrate 
to your minds how we as a people have clung together and been united 
through this principle of revelation; and it will be so until Jesus comes; 
for this Church has before it the mission to bring all the sons and 
daughters of Adam unto this same spirit of union and love. This is the 
object of our missionaries who are sent out. Of course, the devil is mad 
about it, and he finds lots of people ready to receive his spirit and to fight 
this work; and they will fight it until they and Satan are overcome, We 
have engaged in this warfare, and we have a full knowledge of the conse- 
quences. It may cost wany lives; it may bring upon us many things that 
we would naturally shrink from; but as a people we have put our hands 
to the plow, and we are not going to turn back. We are going to per- 
severe, and warn the inhabitants of the earth of that which is coming to 
pass, and tell them the truth, preach to them the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and then leave the consequences with them. 

God bless you, my brethren and sisters and friends, in the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 


LIFE IN BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA. 


_ Ir is now known that the standard of private morality was high, both 
in Babylon and Assyria. The Babylonians had passed far beyond the 
stage of making the satisfaction of one’s own desires the standard of right 
and wrong. Their kings prided themselves upon being the promoters of 
justice. Even the Assyrian rulers, who seemed, while conducting their 
wars, to be bereft of all the soft emotions, declare that their highest aim 
is to spread plenty and happiness. Sennacherib calls himself a king who 
“loves righteousness,” and he, as well as many a predecessor, busied him- 
self in making good the rights of those of his subjects who had been 
wrongfully deprived of their possessions. The legal and commercial tab- 
lets prove that due consideration was given to the treatment of women, 
the most satisfactory index of high ethical conditions. She could hold 
property and dispose of it. Before the courts her status did not differ 
materially from that of men. A husband could not divorce his wife with- 
out sufficient cause, and children owed obedience to the mother as well as 
to the father. Polygamy, no doubt, prevailed, but according to some able 
writers, it must be deemed an error to suppose that polygamy in ancient 
times was inconsistent with high ideals of family life. Such vices as 
adultery, hatred, lying, cheating, and insincerity, together with the use 
of false measures and the removal of landmarks, are denounced in the 
incantation texts, and, in accordance with this standard, are to be found 
in the records of lawsuits and agreements between parties clear indica 
tions of the stringent laws enacted for the purpose of protecting citizens 
against infringements of their rights. It is a testimony to the preva- 
lence of a sense of justice in Assyria that Ashurbanapal lays emphasis 
upon the fact that he established ordinances to the end that the strong 
might do no harm to the weak, It is true that the institution of slavery 
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flourished in Babylonia and Assyria throughout all periods of their his- 
tory. There were various grades of slaves, however. Some grades differed 
but little from servants indentured for a longer or shorter period and ex- 
pected to render certain specified services. The temple attendants seemed 
to have belonged mostly to this class. A benign treatment of slaves was 
enjoined, and was the rule. Slaves were often the confidential agents of 
their masters, and attended to the business affairs of the latter. Slaves 
are found holding property in their own right. Contracts entered into by 
them were binding. Injuries inflicted upon them by their masters were 
punished, and they were protected against losses and mishaps encountered 
while in service. We observe, finally, that while there is no evidence to 
show that the laws of Assyria were on a lower ethical plane than those of 
Babylonia, still it may be assumed that as the Assyrians were the pupils 
and imitators of the Babylonians in almost everything pertaining to 
civilization and religion, the general tone of life in Assyria was scarcely 
as high as in the south. The warlike spirit of the rulers was probably 
but a symptom of the fiercer character of the people. 


MORMONISM ALL EMBRACING. 


“Tue ‘Mormon’ faith is a huge maw gulping a dozen denominations,” 
says Rollin Lynde Hartt in the February Atlantic. “Are you a Baptist? 
The ‘Mormon’ believes in immersion. A Methodist? The ‘Mormon’ 
obeys his bishop. A Campbellite? The ‘Mormon’ claims a yet closer 
return to apostolic ordinance. A Theosophist? The ‘Mormon’ holds to 
pre-existence. A Spiritualist. The ‘Mormon’ hears voices from the dead. 
A Faith Healer? The ‘Mormon’ heals by the laying on of hands. A 
Second Adventist? The ‘Mormon’ awaits the Messiah. A Universalist? 
The ‘Mormon’ says all will be saved. Massing his proof, he declares his 
peerless religion the one immutable, eternal faith, lost in the early age and 
restored in the latter days, though glimmering in broken lights through 
all the creeds of Christendom. ‘Bring me from Europe or Asia,’ said 
Brigham Young, ‘a truth that is nota part of “Mormonism” and Il give 
you a thousand errors for it, if you can find them.’ Said a ‘Mormon’ at 
Harvard, ‘Sunday by Sunday I go to service in the Appleton chapel, and 
there I hear nothing but “Mormon” doctripe,’ Limited only by the broad 
bounds of Christianity, this faith is an gmalgamated and co-ordinated 
parliament of religions.” 


I ENVY no quality of mind or intellect in others, be it genius, power, 
wit, or fancy; but if I could choose what would be most delightful, and, I 
believe, most useful to me, I should prefer a firm religious belief to every 
other blessing: for it makes life a discipline of goodness—creates new 
hopes when all earthly hopes vanish—throws over the decay, the destruc- 
tion of existence, the most gorgeous of all lighte—awakens life in death— 
and from corruption and decay calls up beauty and divinity—Sm Hun- 
PuREY Davy. | | | 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1900. 


THE PARIS EXPOSITION. 


Tur Paris Exposition is now open to the public, and, no doubt, hercu- 
lean efforts have been put forth to make it the world’s master-piece of 
its kind. How far it will exceed the Columbian Exposition at Chicago 
is a matter to be decided at the close. 

Although British enthusiasm seems to be at rather a low ebb on account 
of the French attitude towards the Transvaal troubles, there is no doubt 
the attractions of the great show will be sufficiently strong during the 
summer months to draw immense numbers of those who are blessed with 
time and means to spare, as no people enjoy a short outing for pleasure 
or information more than those of the British Isles. In the interest of 
trade the British people cannot afford to allow the political rantings of 
newspapers to stand between them and their best financial interests. 

The United States, with her growing trade, will not be behind other 
nations in making the best possible exhibit of the products of her genius, 
skill and art; and it is probable that few if any countries will furnish 
more visitors to the exhibition. 

Our own Utah, no doubt, will furnish her quota with her sister States 
of the great American Union, for no people are more interested in the 
world’s progress than the citizens of the inter-mountain States where the 
Latter-day Saints have made their abiding place. The majority of our 
people are formerly from the various European countries, and, as many 
every year come over to visit relatives and for genealogical research, we 
may reasonably expect a greater number over during the coming summer 
than ever before, as there will be cheaper fares, and they will be able to 
visit Paris and take in the wonders of the world, besides attending to 
other business as well. 

As the Latter-day Saints believe in the salvation of the people in a 
temporal sense as well as in a spiritual, they are looking for the best the 
world affords in every line of life, believing that a redemption from 
poverty and ignorance is necessary as an aid to redemption from sin and 
unbelief. They, as a body, are diligent seekers after truth, whether it be 
scientific truth, historical truth, artistic truth, moral truth or religious 
truth, and it makes no difference whence its source so that it is truth, for 
we believe in the words of the Savior, “Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.“ Religious truths will make the human family 
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free from sin and superstition, industrial truths, from poverty, and all 
truths, from ignorance, provided these truths are applied to the lives of 
those who receive them. Those Elders who may visit the exhibition or 
other places of interest, should be keenly alert to what comes before their 
observation, not merely with the eye of the curious, but with an eye to 
find something for the betterment of things at home, that, like the bees 
gathering honey, none should return home empty-handed, but each is 
under obligation to do his part to replenish the honey in “The Hive of 
Deseret,” remembering the old adage—“ He that hath respect for his home 
will never return without a stick or a stone.” | | 
A. W. 


THe Anchor Line 8.8. Anchoria from Glasgow on April 5, 1900, with 
returning Elders on board, arrived at New York on the 17th, with 
all well. 


CLxRESs of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


ARRIVALS.—The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American line s.s. Belgenland, April 12, 1900: For the 
British Mission—John O. Freckelton, Eureka; James Adams, Willard H. 
Booth, Caleb W. Haws and David John, Jr., Provo; Geo. F. Stalker, 
Downie, Idaho; John Davis, Wales; Chas. A. Hall, Nephi; Frederick C. 
Evans, Thomas Fork, Idaho; Geo. A. Blanthorn, Grouse Creek, [daho; 
Joseph Jackson, Juarez, Mexico; Wm. J. Wright and Levi Wright, Coal- 
ville; John H. Hobson and Alice Sargent, Hoyteville. For the Scandina- 
vian Mission—Axel F. Andreasen, Vineyard; James Fugal, Pleasant 
Grove; Erastus Skousen, Alpine, Arizona; Hyrum A. Christenson, Salt 
Lake City; Albert J. Knudsen, Provo; Louis Jensen Holther, Ogden. 
For the Swiss Mission—Paul Cardon, Benson; Ephraim Herzog, Geneva, 
Idaho. For the Netherlands Mission—Alfred O. Vandyke, Salt Lake 
City; Henry De Bry and Willem A. Koldewyn, Ogden, and Leo Van den 
Akker, Smithfield. 


_ APpPorInTMENTS.—The missionaries for Great Britain that arrived on the 
12th inst., have been appointed to labor in the conferences as follows: 

James Adams, Sheffield; Caleb W. Haws and Fred. C. Evans, Leeds; 
W. H. Booth and Wm. J. Wright, Manchester; David John, Jr., and John 
Davis, Wales; J. H. Hobson, Birmingham; Levi Wright, Nottingham ; 
Chas. A. Hall, Newcastle; Alice Sargent, London; Geo. F. Stalker, Nor- 
wich; John O. Freckleton, Irish; G. A. Blanthorn, London, and Joseph 
Jackson, Bristol. 


SHEFFIELD ConFERENCE Notice.—The Latter-day Saints will hold their 
Semi-Annual Conference on Sunday, April 29, 1900, in Thrift Hall, 
Pasture Street, Grimsby. Services commence at 10:30 am., and 2:30 
and 6:30 p.m. All are cordially invited, Seats free. 
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HE WORK IN 


Pune * L. McMurrim, under date of April 13, gives an — 
ot his experiences in Denmark as follows: 


have just finished my work in Denmark, and hasten to 3 yous atte 
lines. I have attended nineteen public and six Priesthoéd meetings since 
the 31st of March, and have had a most interesting and enjoyable time. 
I have found a faithful and energetic band of Elders in each Conference 
that I have visited, and a fine class of people belonging to the Church; 
indeed, in my associations with the Saints and in witnessing their devo- 
tion, I am often reminded of Brother W. M. Palmer’s answer to the minis- 
ter who said that.our people were the scum of creation, ‘You are right,’ 
said Brother Palmer, ‘but it is the scum tbat rises on the milk.’ Our 
meetings have been well attended, the greater part of our audiences being 
strangers; the evening meetings especially in each place have been crowded, 
every seat being taken. There are some fine prospects for converts here, 
and I look for the brethren to accomplish a good work during the summer. 
“ President Andreas Peterson has the work well in hand here, his labors 
are characterized with zeal and energy; as a conversationalist on trains 
and boats, he towers. When we travel on the railroad his views of Utah 
are always brought into use, and many interesting conversations follow, 
sometimes heated discussions take place, at others great indifference is 
shown, and frequently warm friends are made, but come peace or war, 
‘prosperity or adversity, that little book of views is always produced. 
‘Brother Peterson hasn’t the stature of Goliah, but he has the courage 
of David, and he has learned not to regard the countenance of men nor 
the size of their stature; it makes no difference who may be on board, 
whether the nobles of the realm ot the Priests of the nation, Utah and 
her people are alway introduced. I commend his example to every mis- 
nionary in the field. Next Sunday we commence our work in Sweden 
beginning at Malmo.” | 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘Presipent A. H. Scuutruess of the German Mission writes from Hof 
in Saxony, under date of April 8, 1900, as follows: 

We have so many investigators in Hanover that we feel we can hardly 
afford to leave them without an Elder. 
Tam pleased to be able to report all well with us, as far as I know. 
The change of. our meeting from the old hall into the new one (in Ham- 
burg) was reported to the police sometime ago and all seems to be well, 
for which we feel very thankful. Brother Winn writes that the new hall, 
which has a seating capacity of 250, was well filled last Sunday, there 
being only six vacant chairs. 

“T am at present on a short trip to the head-quarters of each Conference 
to make arrangements for our coming Conferences, and priesthood meet- 
ings with the brethren. Last. Tuesday I was in Dresden and attended a 
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priesthood meeting there. All Elders laboring in that Conference were 
present, also Sisters L. B. Voung and Lucy Gates were there: visiting. 
We enjoyed the blessings of the Lord in such a great measure that I can 
not help but mention it. All the brethren gave a general report of their 
labors and expressed their feelings, also asked questions, eto. Afterwards 
President Bailey and I took up some time speaking, giving the brethren 
general instructions. Then sisters Gates and Young spoke. After the 
latter had talked about ten minutes she received the gift of tongues and 
continued for about twenty minutes, after which the interpretation was 
given. The interpretation was a blessing upon all the Elders. The Spirit 
of God fell in such a rich measure upon the assembled ones that there was 
scarcely a dry eye to be seen. After the gifts left the Sister and Brother 
we all kneeled down and thanked the Lord for His goodness. The 
brethren all felt so good that they could scarcely speak. They all 
said it was the best meeting they had ever attended. The meeting. lasted 
seven and a half hours, and then it seemed almost impossible to separate. 
I can appreciate this blessing more than any of them, for I know of 
nothing which could have given the brethren more strength, and all went 
into their fields again with renewed resolutions to do their very best and 
to remember the counsel they received. 

„J never saw the Elders throughout the mission as united as they are 
now. 

“In Leipzig we also had a very blessed time. After our regular meeting 
we all went to the home of Brother Kretschmar who was sick in bed. 
There we held a short sacrament meeting, as we have no liberty in Saxony 
to administer the sacrament. Whenever it is administered it must be 
done on the quiet. After we did so we administered to Bro. Kretschmar. 
He then arose in his bed and bore a powerful testimony to the truth of 
this work. 

“The Spirit of God rested mightily upon the people and the happy pes 
will long be remembered by all. 

Me are all well and are indeed blessed, notwithstanding the many 
difficulties which we have to meet. We have cause to rejoice and if we 
can, with the help of the Lord, accomplish some good by devoting our- 
selves with all we have and are to the glorious work, then our joy will 
be full.” 


LONDON CONFERENCE. 


Tux Semi-Annual Conference of the Latter-day Saints in London con- 
vened on Sunday, April 15, 1900. 

There were present: Platte D. Lyman and H. W. Naisbitt of the 
Presidency of the European Mission; President J. K. Miller, Scottish 
Conference; President Wm. J. Wale and Elder David Crackles, Welsh 
Conference; Elders M. S. Leaver, E. T. Lloyd, D. N. White and W. J. 
Startup, Birmingham Conference; Elder S. Thurston, Manchester Con- 
ference; Elder A. L. Sargent, Sheffield Conference; Elders Wm. Boyea, 
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J. R. Hodson, F. C. Lee and B. H. Bullock, Leeds Conference; and Elder 
Willard Christopherson of the Scandinavian Mission. 

The meeting at 10 a.m. was held in the hall at 36 Penton Street. The 
following report of the labors of the Elders and Sisters for the past six 
months ending March 31, was read: Missionaries from Zion—Lady Mis- 
sianaries, 4; High Priests, 2; Seventies, 33. Local Priesthood—Elders, 22; 
Priests, 13; Teacher, 1; Deacons, 10; members, 442; total officers and 
members, 526; children under eight years of age, 103; total number of 
souls, 629. Tracts distributed—from door to door, 96,275; in open air 
meetings or otherwise, 1,716. Books—sold, 112; loaned, 254; given away, 
213. Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract only, 23,968; by first 
invitation, 373; by re-invitation, 777. Gospel conversations, 2,539. Meet- 
ings held—hall, 288; cottage, 196; out-door, 29. Sunday school sessions, 
60; Bible classes, 276; Priesthood meetings, 25. Relief society meetings 
held, 6. Baptisms, 9; confirmations, 9; ordinations, 5; children blessed, 7. 
Emigrated over eight years, 1. Died—over eight years of age, I; under 
eight years of age, 1. Received, 2; excommunicated, 2. New Subscribers 
for Star, 16. 

The genera) authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were presented and sustained unanimously. John R. Hind- 
ley was sustained as President: of the London Conference, with Jos. R. 
Squires as clerk, and the Traveling Elders and Lady Missionaries to labor 
in their respective fields as follows: Jacob Robertson, Wm. E. Purdy, 
Sisters Inez Knight, Jean Clara Holbrook and Alice Sargent, in North 
London; Robert Sherwood, Arthur Fawns, Richard P. Carlisle and J. C. 
White, Stratford; John R. Stubbs and George A. Blanthorn, Southampton; 
E. T. Shepherd, A. T. Hill, J. H. Crump and Heber H. Davis, St. Albans; 
Orson Day, C. G. Berry, W. H. Grimshaw and Heber C. Parker, Bedford ; 
Jos. W. Simons and F. G. Bateman, Sittingbourne; F. L. Layton, Jos. M. 
Reeder and Sister Lydia D. Alder, Watford; James Purdy and James 
_ Leishman, Dunstable; Alfred Gardiner, Simon Hibbard, Job Hemsley 

and Francis Bailey, Brighton; Owen T. Court and Ed. Watkins, Faver- 
sham; Ed. J. Pay, Geo. A. Fuller and Fred. Rasband, Ashford; George 
Scott and Joseph Davis, Deal. George Ellis was also sustained as Presi- 
dent of the North London Branch with Wm. G. Bruce as counselor, as 
also all the Local Priesthood in the Conference. The meeting was 
addressed by Presidents Wale and Miller. 

Meeting at 2:30 p.m. in Minor Hall, Clerkenwell Town Hall. The 
speaker was President H. W. Naisbitt who occupied the whole of the time. 

Meeting at 6:30 p.m. was held in the Large Hall (Council Chamber), 
Clerkenwell Town Hall, the speakers being Sister Inez Knight and Sister 
Agnes Rose Lane from Brooklyn, New York. Both Sisters bore strong 
testimonies which were listened to attentively by a large audience, several 
strangers being much impressed. The remainder of the time was occu- 
pied by President Platte D. Lyman, who spoke with great power. 

All three meetings were well attended, the halls being full, and a good 
spirit was present. All united to make the Conference meetings a success, 
and God blessed our humble efforts, and poured down His choicest bless- 
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ings, the result being that the Brethren and Sisters received that Spiritual 
Food which they desired and such as strengthens faith. The many 
strangers who attended had the Gospel preached anto them, and seemed 
much impressed thereby. One and all feel to thank our Heavenly Father 
for the many blessings He has bestowed upon them, and to give all the 
honor and glory to Him. 

On Monday the Brethren met at 36 Penton Street in Priesthood meet- 
ing and enjoyed a good time, and received good and valuable instruction 
and advice from Presidents Lyman and Naisbitt. 

In the evening the Saints and friends united in a social capacity and 
enjoyed a few hours in listening to singing and recitations. 

WX. G. Bruce, Clerk of Conference. 


QUIET CHATS. No. 6. 


[Continued from page 240.] 

Mr. W. Why, Mr. Binks, what do you want to do? Is it not good 
enough, or is it too good? Suppose we turn to the Old Book again for some 
foreshadowing of this restoration, as we have already done for its pro- 
phetic withdrawal, and the testimony thereto as declared by observation 
and experience, 

Mr. B. That is fair! Now I like that, but you have never intimated 
the possibility of this restoration. 

Mr. W. Yes, by many & hint or more, but you were inquiring, you were 
educating yourself, not in the way you would have selected perhaps, but 
you are where you are by your own thought and conclusion, and are there- 
fore beyond all “winds of doctrine whereby men lie in wait to deceive.” 
Your conclusions are your own, aided as I believe by that Spirit which 
you have unconsciously, though effectually, been moved. 

Mr. B. You have a very strange, but after all a truthful way of telling 
the matter. 

Mr. W. I think for many reasons you are willing to admit, that we are 
living in the latter days, and that in those days certain things have to 
occur if the scriptures are true. 

Mr. B. You have already found so many things new and strange to me 
in the Bible, that it seems to me you could almost prove that “the moon 
is made of green cheese” if you only tried. 

Mr. W. I shall never try that. The Bible says, that in the latter days 
the God of heaven would set up a kingdom which should never be des- 
troyed, or given to another people, (see Dan. 2,) and all the Christian 
world have been repeating continuously that prayer accredited to the 
Savior, “Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

Mr. B. True enough, I have said it many a time, my poor old mother 
taught me that, but we did not look for or expect it, it was only a form. 

Mrs. B. Oh many people meant it I tell you, they wanted it, longed 
for it, prayed for it, but nobody could tell how it was coming, when or 
where. 


254 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Lucy. Why, Ma, we hear it ll the time, but our teachers say, “The 
Kingdom of God is within you.” 

Mr. W. True enough, but that is a misappropriation of textual truth, 
for it was said to the Pharisees, and surely they in their unbelief and 
rejection of the Messiah had not that kingdom within them, albeit there 
were those then who, believing the message preached, knew that tempor- 
arily at least the Kingdom of God had come, although it eventually 
‘suffered violence and the violent took it by force.” Matt. 11: 12. 

Mx. B. That violence was the precursor of the first apostasy or falling 
away. 

Mr. W. It was prophetic at least, and the one who uttered it knew it 
would come to pass, though I presume the sanguine disciples had no such 
thought for some years after their leader’s death and resurrection. 

Mr. B. Did it never occur to you, Mr. White, that in all this there 
appears to be a thwarting of divine intention, and that it was superfluous 
charity to give what it was foreseen would be rejected. 

Mr. W. That is a very broad question, one involving much thought, 
and with the present status of human knowledge perhaps insolvable. It 
has been said, “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts,” Isa. 55: 9. 
Then the great round of the eternities preclude man’s knowing save in 
part; even were life extended to the promised one hundred and twenty 
years it would be as nothing to that reckoning, in which “one day is as 
a thousand years with the Lord, and a thousand years as one day,” 
If Peter 3: 9. 

The poet says, and he reaches it: 

**God dwelleth in the undimmed light, 
Hence all His ways are just and right, 
Men walk by faith and not by sight, 
Mid earth’s sad wild unrest.” 

Mr. B. I have found some time ago that a question is easily asked, but 
the reply thereto may involve the full science of the heavens, and more 
than revelation has (so far as I know) yet given to the earth. But our 
wanderings and our festivities hardly seem to harmonize, there is more 
exuberance of spirits than consecutive thought, and in listening to the 
young people there is some distraction, even Mrs. White and Mrs. Binks 
look on and are having but little to say. 

The two ladies at once. Weare good listeners, and have had our own 
thoughts as women — have even though they may not find 
ex pression. 

Mrs. B. I am n interested in Mr. White's testimony as to the 
restoration of the Gospel, and have been waiting for comment and ex- 
planation. 

Mr. W. It was promised of the Savior, that This Gospel of the king- 
dom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come.“ However, that voice has been stifled for ages 
and it was realized that the proclamation included as many things as is 
now seen to be intimately interwoven therewith. For instance: that 
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remarkable prediction found in the 14th chapter of Revelations seems to 
be inseparable from the preaching of “this Gospel of the Kingdom.” Hear 
what it says, “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and 
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud 
voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment, is 
come; and worship him that made nove and earth, and the ses, and the 
fountains of waters.” 

Mr. B. That is a very extraordinary thing. It implies a 85 deal. 
It tells a strange story. Its being general surely implies universal ignor- 
ance of the Gospel and of God, and it seems a fitting prelude to some 
great movement which will affect all the human family, and “the hour” 
would indicate the twenty-fourth part of “the day of God,” a rebuke, a 
warning, a prophecy, or as an old prophet had it, “Wherefore the Lord 
said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with 
their lips do honor me, but have removed their heart far from me, and 
their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: Therefore, behold, 
I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvel- 
lous work and a wonder,” etc., see Isaiah 29: 13, 14. 

Mr. W. The Prophet expresses exactly the facts in the case, for it 
meant the opening of the heavens (denied for eighteen centuries), the 
assurance of angelic visitation, the calling.of a Prophet, the restoration 
of the Gospel as a system, the appoincment of an authorized Priesthood, 
the organization of the Church, the guarantee of personal testimony, the 
manifestation of all the olden gifts, physical, mental and spiritual, with 
all the fullness of power and testimony as held in the earlier dispensation; 
it meant this if it meant anything, and tens of thousands in all lands, 
raised under different conditions as to early education, religion, politics, 
language and nationality, have been gathered of the Spirit and made 
homogeneous as I understand it, after being taken “one of a city and two 
of a family,” they were brought to Zion having had provided for them 
pastors according to mine (God's) heart, who have “fed them with knowl- 
edge and understanding,” if the sublime words of the te have 
relevency or express the fact. 

Mr. B. “The testimony of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul,” 
seems to express my feelings and my thoughts just now; only I am at a 
loss to know how you are able to knit, combine and express og much, and 
vou all the time compelled to earn your own living and give attention to 
your family. 

Mr. W. Well, “The secret of the Lord is with them that * bim — 
he will show them his covenant,” Psalm 25: 14, and then you forget that 
in the practical workings and ordinances of the Gospel, the gift of the 
Holy Ghost is assured “by the laying on of hands,” and you surely 
remember the purpose of this grand endowment ‘was as Jesus said, 
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide you into 
alltruth: . . . . and he will shew you things to come.” John 16: 13, 
This promised Spirit is indeed, “God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure,” Phil. 2: 13, and thus a man becometh 
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